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Lee Ann was laser focused on the persistence of race and gender 
bias in the academy, and she worked strategically to disrupt this 
by offering support to marginalized scholars. Lee Ann showed up 
for graduate students and junior faculty of color, for those without 
degrees or jobs at top ten graduate programs, for those engaged in 
particularly difficult field research, for those whose "pathway to 
academia was roundabout, nontraditional, and unexpected" like 
her own, and for a host of others. Lee Ann did so much of the typi-
cally invisible, underappreciated labor that fuels institutions and 
helps others to flourish. She provided career counseling and con-
nections, read multiple drafts of their/our work, and cheered on 
the discouraged even as she dealt with her own losses and disap-
pointments. "While Lee Ann was an academic she was an activist 
at heart," Lahoma Thomas points out. "The academy was just the 
forum in which her activism took place. Her revolution was located 
in the academy. She was committed to transforming the discipline of 
political science from within." Aarie Glas, who worked with Lee Ann 
for a number of years as a research assistant and teaching assistant 
says, "Lee Ann taught me and many others to be both critical and 
reflexive as scholars and as human beings. Most uniquely, however, 
she taught through her example what it is to be a mentor in the tru-
est sense—to be emphatic, generous, and engaged in ways that I can 
only aspire to myself."

GONE TOO SOON
Lee Ann was at once critical, compassionate, and kind. A cheer-

leader who never missed an opportunity to celebrate her friends and 
students, she would say "you are fucking brilliant!" with so much 
conviction you actually believed it. Nearly all of Lee Ann's emails 
were signed, "LAF," both her initials and a nod to her uproarious 
personality. She had a full-bodied laugh that took over the room, 
and when she really got going, she would add enthusiastic table-
thumping. Lee Ann didn't just listen to you talk, she engaged, excit-
edly exclaiming "Yeah, yeah, yeah!" to let you know she was with 
you. There was almost nothing traditional about the way that Lee 
Ann went about her life or her work.

Those of us who knew Lee Ann well know just how much she 
loved her cats, who were like her children. Because of her dedica-
tion to animals, her family has suggested that if anyone wants to 
honor her memory with a donation, please consider doing so at 
your local animal shelter. 

Lee Ann is survived by her two brothers, Carey and Jeff, and her 
sister-in-law Josephine. She is also fondly remembered by a large 
circle of friends, who span continents, generations, and backgrounds. 
These friendships were built on tea, talks, and plates of food. With 
Lee Ann's death, our tables are all a bit too quiet.

—Stephanie McNulty, Franklin and Marshall College
—Erin Tolley, University of Toronto

—Robin Turner, Butler University

Ted G. Jelen
"I really love doing this."

 —Ted G. Jelen

Thaddeus (Ted) Gerard Jelen, professor of political science at the 
University of Las Vegas, Nevada, passed away on November 21, 2017 
due to a long illness linked to a professorship abroad. He was 65.  

Ted received his PhD in political science from Ohio State in 1979, 
taught for a year at the University of Kentucky, and then went to Illi-
nois Benedictine College, later renamed as Benedictine University, 
where he served for many years as department chair. Limited com-
puter resources at Benedictine forced Ted to buy the General Social 
Survey every year, and then pay a data company to subset the variables 
to a file size that the school's computers could handle. From 1990 to 
1991 he was a visiting professor at Georgetown University, and the 
availability of more powerful computers and ICPSR datasets led to 
an explosion of research. He was hired as chair at UNLV and served in 
that role from 1997 to 2003, and then remained a faculty member there 
until his death. Ted was a ubiquitous presence at conferences in the 
US and abroad for many years, always found in the hotel lobby with 
a big smile, a funny story, and genuine interest in your latest project, 
which he always proclaimed to be "really interesting."

Ted was a prodigious scholar, with 15 authored or edited books, 
81 peer reviewed articles, and 64 book chapters. His published work 
has been cited thousands of times in political science, sociology, 
anthropology, psychology, history, gender studies, and religious 
studies journals in the US and internationally. His graduate work 
centered on political theory, and his work frequently connected 
careful empirical analysis to broader theoretical themes. Ted had 
a research agenda that reflected his upbringing as a Polish kid in 
Chicago: the Catholic Church, religion and the state, sex, abortion, 
gender, and guns. He published several articles comparing attitudes 
on gender and abortion between the US and Poland. To that end, 
he was proud to be named to the Roll of Honor of Polish Science by 
the Polish Ministry of Science in 2001. His knowledge of Chicago  
politics also left him with a seemingly inexhaustible stream of 
colorful stories.

Ted wrote on a wide variety of subjects but his major contribu-
tions were in the field of religion and politics, gender politics, and 
the politics of abortion, in each case focusing mainly on the US, but 
also with a number of papers in comparative politics. He focused on 
two broad themes in religion and politics—the political mobilization 
of religion and church/state relations. In the former, he published 
two books on congregations and clergy in Greencastle Indiana, a 
variety of papers on how religious context affects the way that reli-
gion influences individuals, and several important papers on mea-
surement issues. His edited book Religion and Politics in Comparative 
Perspective was translated into Spanish and chapters that Ted wrote 
were translated into Bosnian and Hebrew and frequently cited. His 
most important work on church-state relations was a fine book To 
Serve God and Mammon, Second Edition by Georgetown University 
Press. He also wrote on public attitudes on church state issues. He 
published papers laying out research agendas in the field in 1988 
and again in 1998. Just as important to the subfield, Ted laid out a 
publishing roadmap, showing that it was possible to pursue a career 
exploring religion and politics. He published in a wide range of out-
lets across the social sciences, but also demonstrated that it was pos-
sible to appear in the top political science journals including Journal 
of Politics and American Journal of Political Science. 

His work on gender attitudes involved carefully dissecting differ-
ent attitudinal objects, and showed how religion was one of many 
sources of these attitudes. His book Between Two Absolutes: Public 
Opinion and the Politics of Abortion has been a major resource on this 
topic, with chapters frequently reprinted in undergraduate methods 
readers. He published papers laying out a research agenda on abor-
tion politics, and several papers comparing US attitudes with those 
in Poland, Germany, and a number of other countries. 
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Ted was a workhorse in political science and the sociology of 
religion, serving on more than 50 associational offices and commit-
tees. He presented papers in eight countries in the final decade of 
his career alone, and served on more than 35 panels as discussant 
or chair in the last five years. When associations needed volunteers, 
Ted always raised his hand. And when conferences were held in Las 
Vegas or colleagues visited to give lectures, he was always ready to 
show them a night of "applied probability theory."

As journal editor, he solicited papers from promising graduate 
students, junior faculty, and international scholars. He served as 
book review editor for the Review of Religious Research, and edited 
the Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion from 1999 to 2003. He 
was the inaugural coeditor of Politics and Religion from 2007 to 2011. 
The APSA Religion and Politics Organized Section created an award 
for the best article appearing in Politics & Religion in his name in 
2016. He served as coeditor of two book series, first with Georgetown 
and then later with Palgrave, where he championed the first books 
of many scholars. He was also coeditor of the forthcoming Oxford 
Encyclopedia of Religion and Politics.

Ted was most active in service responsibilities that allowed him 
to assist younger scholars, chairing or serving, for example, on the 
Aaron Wildavsky Best Dissertation Award Committee for the Reli-
gion and Politics Section many times from 1995 to 2010. Across 
several research areas and disciplines, he was a perpetual source of 
support for scholars, mentoring, coauthoring, reading their work, 
and a perennial discussant whose panel benediction was always "I 
have no doubt these papers will appear in a fine journal soon." Ted 
was always enthusiastic about even the most preliminary work by 
graduate students and junior faculty, always saying that "this is a 
really exciting idea, here is what I would do with it." 

Ted will be remembered for many things, but most of all through 
the indelible impact he had on generations of younger scholars:

He was my first big advocate. I owe him so much. I'll miss always 
seeing him before anyone else at conferences.

—Laura R. Olson

The very first article I published as a graduate student back in 
2001 was a result of Ted approaching us after a conference panel and 
inviting a submission to JSSR. It meant a lot, especially at that point 
in a career. I don't think I ever attended a Religion and Politics sec-
tion business meeting where he didn't volunteer to serve on some 
best paper/dissertation/book committee of some kind. 

—J. Quin Monson

When I was a religion and politics grad student, I became familiar 
with Ted's brilliant mind through his published works before we 
ever met in person. As I reflect on this loss for the discipline, what 
I most remember about Ted was his warm smile and great sense of 
humor. He had a joke for every occasion, it seemed. I also appreciated 
his generosity, his willingness to give his time to younger scholars. 

—Napp Nazworth

In every single encounter I had with Ted he was, quite simply, 
generous. Generous with his time, energy, and thoughtfulness. It 
was always such a pleasure seeing him at conferences, and he made 
even the greenest of graduate students feel special—he listened to 
your thoughts and was curious about your work. Most importantly, 
I left every interaction with Ted with a smile, and a better day.

—Charles Dahan

I had this exact same experience when he was editor at P&R in 
2010—it became my first publication. He went on to write a very 
generous tenure letter as an external reviewer. I know because at 
the next APSA annual meeting he approached me and said: "They 
better have a glass of white wine waiting for you because I told them 
there should be no discussion on your tenure case."

—Amanda Friesen

He was on my junior scholars panel at MPSA when I was in 
grad school. He provided us all with such generous and encourag-
ing comments and words. Sorry to hear this, a huge loss to the field.

 —Jeanine DiCesaris Kraybill

—Clyde Wilcox, Georgetown University
—Paul A. Djupe, Denison University

Dennis William Moran
Dennis Wm Moran, professional faculty specialist, died February 
21, 2018, in St. Joseph's Hospital, Mishawaka, Indiana, with his wife 
Doreen Deane-Moran and son Padraic at his side. He had retired 
the previous summer after working for The Review of Politics at the 
University of Notre Dame for 47 years. 

Dennis began working for The Review while he was still a 
graduate student at the University of Notre Dame, concentrat-
ing on linguistics, Old and Middle English language and litera-
ture. His research specialty was the Pearl Poet. After he received  
his doctorate, he taught at Holy Cross College and Indiana Uni-
versity, South Bend, as well as at the University of Notre Dame. 
However, what began as a part-time internship at The Review in 
1972 gradually expanded into a full-time job as executive asso-
ciate editor. 

At The Review, Dennis worked for six different editors in chief: 
M.A. Fitzsimons, Thomas Stritch, Frederick J. Crosson, Donald P. 
Kommers, Walter Nicgorski, and Catherine H. Zuckert. Since these 
editors came from a variety of disciplines—history, journalism, phi-
losophy, liberal studies, and political science—Dennis became the 
voice of continuity who recalled the distinguished history of the 
journal for those who did not remember or perhaps even know it. 
He served in a wide range of capacities—as an initial reader and 
evaluator of manuscript submissions, copyeditor, book review edi-
tor, production, marketing, and sales manager, student employer, 
negotiating agreements with publishers and digital libraries such 
as JSTOR about permissions and copyrights. He had a variety of 
titles, but as one of the former editors in chief said, Dennis was the 
"heart and soul" of the journal.

The Review has a distinguished history. It was founded in 1939 
by an émigré from Nazi Germany, Waldemar Gurian, as a jour-
nal devoted to philosophical and historical studies of politics. The 
authors it has published include such luminaries as Hannah Arendt, 
Carl Friedrich, George Kennan, Alasdair MacIntyre, Hans Morgen-
thau, John Nef, Yves Simon, Leo Strauss, and Eric Voegelin. But, as 
Dennis observed, with time many changes have come to both the 
content and production of the journal. He was there to oversee and 
facilitate them all.

Some years ago in a report he was asked to submit to the dean 
of the college, Dennis recalled that when he started doing editorial 
work for Professor Fitzsimons, manuscripts were often still being 
submitted in handwritten form. There were no computers in the 




